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<ANNOUNGMENTS 


“THE APRIL MEETING OF ° THE 
BIRD CLUB will be held at ‘the 
Nurses' Home of the 
Hospital, 306 South Kingshigh- 
way, at: 8: 8:00 Pi. 
ue “April 17th. 


thie’ St. Louis Zoo, 
informally on 


"Forefen Bird 
Friends in 


our Baéird House," 
After his‘ talk, Mr. Kennon 
will be glad to 

questions about” Zoo birds phat. 
club members may ask.. : 


‘BIRD WALKS IN 
leave. Jefferson’ Memorial at 
6+ 00 A.M. and the’ Art Muséum 
at 7:00 ALMA "on each Saturday’ 
and Sunday fs aelice sll Ain hesictatek 


BIRD - WALKS IN ‘SHAMS GARDEN 


leave Flora ard: Tower Grove 
avenues at 6:00: AY M. Pek etd 
Saturday , an ‘April. - 

BIRD WALKS IN’ Canonpetir 


PARK leave the hollow at Grand 
and Holly Hills viaduct at’ 
6: :00 A. M. Sunday , April 21st. 


BIRD WALKS IN’ O'FALLOW PARK 
leave the Broadway entrance. to 
the Bellefontaine Cemetery at 
6:00 A.M. every Saturday in 
Avril. ~ 


fhe Bird’ Club is invited "to 
spend the week-end of May Lith 
and 12th at Steelville; Mo. 
Details" ‘will be announced at 
the April‘ meéting. 


: The list of. bindd copie 
on the last two pages of this 
bulletin’ will be continued in 
the ‘following. we ich a 


Jewish 
The date is: 


Mr.H. 
‘Kennon, Curator of Birds of: 


will talk: 
answer: any” 


 POREST PARK 
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but the 


‘tat 
‘thousands 


es, and the sparrows. 
‘then ~ 
‘grate at night through fog, on 
‘cloudy nights, with no visible 
Guides, 


. Number. 4 


BIRD. MIGRATION 


Although migration of. birds 
has been observed for more 
than * two thousand years, yet 
our knowledge of it-is still 
small. Most .of what we know 
has been learned through * ob- 
servation’: and, especially 
through pird-banding. The 
latter way has been most use- 
ful ae determining the winter 
homes of birds, their “routes 
of migration, ‘and their rate 
of migration. 

Just _ why: do’ birds mis trate? 
This is a ‘question which many 
have » tried: to answer, but no 
definite answer can be found. 
Perhaps’ one could say weather; 
fact that many Blue- 
birds, Robins,.and. Martins 
often arrive in the north too 
early, , are caught in snow 


‘storms; and- ‘die of starvation, 


argues’ ‘against, ‘this suggestion. 


At best: it seems to be an‘in- 


stinctive | “desire in the birds 
causes . “them. to travel 
or miles to their 
winter and summer homes. | 

only ac- 


Migration is not 


‘complished during the daytime, 


‘put also at night. Some. -of 
the day migrants are ducks, 
geese, swallows, and hawks. 


Among the night migrants we 
find the warblers, the thrush- 
If we 
‘ask how these birds mi- 


seems to af- 
although 


instinct 
ford a good answer 


not, a’‘solution. 


“Migration may take froma 

few ‘days to over a month, de- 

pending on the distance the 
(continued on page 23) 
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COLLECTING EGGS 


We are approaching the sea- 
son of the year when the birds 
will begin to build their 
nests and lay their eggs. At 
such times one of the greatnst 


enemies of the birds is the 
small boy who engages in egg 
hunting expeditions. 

Other factors such as the 
stray cat, the maraucing Blue 
Jay, the pesky Squirrel, or 
inclement weather prove “reat 
enough disacvanteges to the 


perent birés without the adci- 
tion of the ege hunting boy 
who throvs the Celicate bal- 
ance of nature into disorder 
and thereby constitutes hin- 
self a potent factor in Ce- 
creasing the biré population. 
The egg collecting mania is 
a Miscirected part of the 
hoarding instinct which invar- 
lably manifests itself in some 
continued on pase 23) 
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The first three weeks of the 
snoring vird walks have passed 
and e.1though there has been a 
fair turnout of observers, 
still many of them were not 
members of the Bird Club. 

This is as it should be, yet 
there shoulda be many more mem- 
bers present who can make 
thenselves known to other vere. 
sons in the group and invite 
then to join the club. 

The leacer of the walk can- 
not afford the time to seek 
out new members and still do 
his duty as a leader and point 
out the various birds and in- 
struct those vresent in the 
fine art of Cistinguishing one 
from the other. For him to do 
otherwise would make the walk 
uninteresting to many people 
and they would lose their new- 
ly avakenen interest. 

There remain but three more 
weeks in which you can take 
part in these valks and furth- 
er increase your knovledge of 


the activities, songs, and in 
many cases, the identity of 
he birds. The weather has 


been far from satisfactory but 
borg of us who have taken 

art in these morning walks 
nae been amply repaid for the 
effort expended. 

It is hoped that the re- 
mainéer of the month will see 
more sunshiny days and that 
the return of the sun will 
find more persons out on these 
walks. So do your part and be 
there. 


HUMMINGBIRD MUSIC 


"Most of us are stone deaf to 
sounds above 18,0C0O vibrations 
per second, The Hummingbird's 


vocel chorés are so small and 
light that many of the sounds 
he mekes have a frequency 
above audibility. Observers 
say thet when the bird sings 
only parts of his song are 
audible." - News Item contri- 


buted by Tom M, Kirksey 
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Bitd Migration 
(continued from front page) 


, birds have to travel. 
Brazil, 


¥rom 
from Chile, from Cen- 
tral America, and from South- 
ern United States, yes even 
from the Antarctic Circle our 
birds misrate north from their 
winter homes. Thus some birds 
cover a distance of 2000-3000 
miles in migration. This long 
distance is split up into 
smaller distances which the 
bird can cover in aday or 
night and this latter numbers 
varies from 100 miles or less 
to over 800 miles. The speed 
of birds during migration is 
not their fastest, but an 
average of thirty to forty 
miles an hour. The average 
distance thus traveled by most 
all species is about an ad- 
vance of some twenty odd miles 
a day. 

The many different routes 
of migration are determined 
lar'ely by food supply. For 
this reason we often find that 
birds will travel indirect, 
round-about routes to get to 
their destination. The most 
used.route is’ that’ over the 
Gulf of Mexico, a distance of 
five hundred miles. This dis- 
tance the birds cover in one 
day or night. 

Some birds are non-migratory 


such ‘as the Cardinal, the 
quail, and the Carolina Wren. 
Others migrate only to the 
southern portion . of _.their 

breeding ‘range. But most 
birds leave the whole terri- 


tory ther occupied in summer 
for some distant place, 

Many birds never reach t*xeir 
destination. In fall the hun- 
ters see to it that many ducks 
and geése are stopped in their 


flizht. Unexpected storms 
take a heavy toll and the daz- 
Zling light of .the coast 


lighthouses irresistably draws 
many to their doom, For many 
nignt migrants larse buildings 
ring the death sentence. Many 
Grop from sheer exhaustion 
Carl Selle 
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COLLECTING EGcGs 
(continued from page 22) 


some form or other in the' 
small boy. To counteract this 
tendency the activities of the 
boy can be directed into such 
more or less harmless channels 
as collecting stamps or match 
boxes or »ottle caps. Each 
youngster should be educated 
to the fact that the robbing 
of bird.-nests is an offense 
asainst the law. 

A few well chosen words to 
the, small boy caught in the 
act of robbing a bird's nest, 
explaining the folly of the 
act and pointing out its ille-= 
gality will usually suffice to 
stop the practise. 

The tragedy of all the egg 
collections of the small boys 
is that they are but the whim 


of a moment. The collections 
are for the most part sorry 
affairs, incorrectly labeled, 


and with absolutely no scien- 
tific value. 

For a time while interest 
keeps up the collection is 
well-cared for but when inter- 
est lags,.the. mncotlection is 
relegated to the attic and 
finally to the ashpit the next 
spring when mother cleans 
house. 

The solution to the problem 


lies in education. The boys 
can be taught to know the 
common birds. Once the know- 
ledsze has been gained, the 


interest will not lag. iv 138 
found to be true that the more 
a person knows about the birds 
the greater is his interest in 


them. That boy who knows at 
least forty. of our common 
birds can easkly be educated 
as to their value. 

True conservation besins 


with the children in the grade 
school under the direction of 
conservation minded teachers. 


All educational:+ agencies 
should not neslect the evident 
onoportunityvy to perform a real 
scrvice to society dy enzazing 
in an active campaign, 

Roland A.Dede 
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BIRD ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 
in the St. Louis Area 
(compiled by Mr. Sterling P. Jones) 


Due to arrive in May 


Little Blue Heron (CSV) first week 
Florida Gallinule (RSR) first week 
Piping Plover (RTV) first week 


White-rumped. Sandp’p (UTV) last week 


Common Tern (RTV) middle 

Least Tern (UTV) ficst week 
Caspian Tern (UTV) last week 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (UTV) 5th 
Alder Flycatcher (USR) 4th 
Olive-sided Flycatcher (UTV) 5th 
Gray-cheeked Thrush (TV) first week 
Bicknell's Thrush (Cas) lst | 
Philadelphia -Vireo_(UTV) 5th: 
Magnolia Warbler one Ist 

Cape May Warbler (RTV> 2nd 
Blackburnian Warbler (UTV) 44% ~ 
Bay-breasted Warbler (UTV) Ute. 
Kirtland's Warbler (Cas) 8%h 
Connecticut Warbler (UTV) l4sn 
Mourning Warbler (UTV) 18th 
Wilson! Sg Warbler (TV) 4th. 


Note: 
SR ~—- Summer Resident 
SV - Summer Visitant ~ 
TV - Transient Visitant 


WV -— Winter Visitant 
WR - Winter Resident 
Prefixes: 

C = Common 

U = Uncommon 

R= Rare 

Cas —- Casual 


References? 
"Birds of Missouri", 
by Widmann, for dates 
"Birds of Missouri" 
by Bennitt, for Statues 
"Birds in Vicinity of 
St. Louis", by Ernst 


Due to depart in April or 
first of May 


Common Loon (TV) leaves 
first weck 
Horned Grebe (UTV) 


White--2roned Goose. (TV) 
Lesser Sucv Goose (TV) 
Blue Goose (7V' ; 
Comuon Black. Juck (UTV) 


Gadwall ‘(TV) © 

Balcpate (Civ: 
American Pintail (9?TV) 
Green-winged Tesl (cy) 
Blue-winged. Teal (CTY) 
Shoveller (CTV) 
Redhead (CTV) 
Ring-necked Duck (CTV) 
Canvasback (CTV) - 

Lesser Scaup (CTV) 
American Golden-eye (UTV) 
Bufflehead (RWV) 

Ruddy Duck (CTV) 


American cer (CTV) 


Goshawk (UWR 

Amer, Rough-legged Hawk (WR) 
‘American Golden Plover (UTV) 
Wilson's Snipe (TV) 
Long-billed Curlew (UTV) 
Long-billed Dowitcher (UTV) 


Hdsonian Godwit (RTV) 


Franklin's Gull (TV) . 

Bonaparte's Gull (TV) 

Winter Wren (TV) leaves 
first week 

Hermit Thrush (TV) 


‘Golden-crowned we (UWR) 


American. Pipit (TV 
Northern Shrike (CWR) 


Pine Warbler (TV) May 3rd 


Rusty Blackbird (TV) 
Purple Finch (UWR) 
Red Créssbill (UWV) 


Baird's Sparrow (RTV) 


American Tree errr (CWR) 


Fox Sparrow (CTV) 
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"A lady member of prominence in the Webster Groves Nature 
Study Society, undismayed by the drizzling rain Sunday morning 
April 7th, arrived at the Bird’ Walk rendezvous at Olive and old 
Bon Homme Roads. wearing high boots and rain coat, and carrying 
field glasses and note book and started out aloné on a bird hunt, 
From a passing car came a female vetee offéring,to give the lady 
in apparent distress a lift, but when the offer was declined, the 
field glass and note book. revealed the voice from the auto said, 
"Oh, I see you are one of those..," and drove on," 5,P.J. 


FIELD OBSERVATIONS | 


(Address communieations relative to this department to Mr. L. M. ... 
Weber, 3006: Elliot Avenue, St, Louis, Mo. ) 


The birds seroae in: the’ St. Louis’ region by members of the 
Bird Club will be-listed monthly as follows. The subsequent 
report is for the month of ‘March, Please’ send your observations 
made during’ April to se Weber not later’ than May 3rd. 


BIRD OBSERVED - | “TIME OF MONTH. PLACE OBSERVERS . 


re mt te an ee ee se et a Se A yw 
1. Common Canada Goose..Suitable localities throughout the month 
. _ d0th & dlst....Forest Park..... Bird. Club. 
8. American Pintail.....Suitable localities throughout the month 
ae: 4S ere ee STP Creve Coeur.....Zahm ee 
3. Blue Winged Teal.....2lst.........,.Oreve Coeur.....Zahm s 
4. Wood Ducks /siseeessss13th...,..++...Forest Park.....Dede._. z 
5. Lesser-Scaup papier 4, yea localities throughout the month 
aes Paitin: . Othe os seceees Creve Cocur.«<... Zahm 
6. Turkey’ Vulture.... wae BAth: oceceseee ROMKEN AToOA.....W.G.N.5.8. 
7. Red-Tailed.Hawk......Suitable ‘localities throughout the month 
aes / 24th... ........-Ranken Area.....W.G.N.S.S. 
8. Marsh Hawk.....+.+...Suitable localities throughout the month 
Se Sei et pee Pee “Sule ee Creve Coeur.....Zahm 
9. Sparrow Hawk........ .Suitable localities pes aac the month 
ic BUR ahaa es cae Creve Coeur.....Zahm, 
‘Bath...........Ranken Area. -W.G.N.S,S. 


LO. BoU-Whites sss .seevres . Suitable localities throughout the month 
ake Killdeer.........,..,Suitable ‘localities throughout the month 


12. Wilson's Snipe....:..24th. tice & Seren Area oes. W.G.N.S.S. 
.. SOChS). ccc 0', os Forest Park. ... Bird’ Club 
1S. Herring: Gual.......: Suitable localities oo the month 
Ste ts Fs fee re eo . Creve Coeur. .zahm 
14. Ring-billed Gull. EE ce a .Creve Coeur. Zahm 
15. Mourning Dove. 9th & Bard. ....0reve Coeur... :... Zahm 
BOG TNs: calle! ey wee 4 .-Ranken Area.....W.G.N.S.S. 
16, Short+eared Owl. 6s. Othe ive eed e es Creve Coeur.....Zahm‘* 
She eater PONE. s hace seek S4the tr ocaaces ..eRanken Area..... W.G.N.S.S.. 
18. Northern Flicker....:Suitable localities throughout the month 
19. Pileated Woodpecker:.Suitable localities throughout the month 
B4thi scarce ass ~»eRanken Area.....W.G.N.S.S. 


20. Red=bellied Woodp'r:.Suitable locelities throughout the month 
21. Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker.....i3 pee ee ay ‘Ranken Area,....W.G.N.S.S. 
28. Red-headed Woodn'r,/:Suitable’ localities throughout the month 
23. E. Hairy Woodpecker. Suitable localities throughout the month 
24. N. Downy Woodvecker.. Suitable Race ere sat the month 
25. PROSbEs Vyas. ee aTERG sess eeorest, Park. . Zahm 

_ @4th. (6 RES Ranken Area.... .W.G.N.S.S. 

(Five Phoebe nests were observed on the 24th, no eggs) 

26. Prairie Horned Lark..Suitable localities throughout the month 


27. Purple Mertin........24th, 3... Ranken Area.....W.G.N.S.S. 
28. Blue Jay.. es .Suiteble localitiés throughout the month 
OU CLOT oa wa elves bs eS Suitable locelities throughout the month 


30. Bla@ck-canped 
Chickadee.......Suitable localities throughout the month 
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32. White-breasted 
Nuthatcheeeveceeoujtadle localities throughout the month 
535. Brown Creeperesesepeectitable localities thrqughout the month 
- QOthecececegereeeCreve frogur,..,.Zahm 
ae Winter Wrens sevesecqek4ticbectee peeekanken APCH ecede: TeGeNe S» Se 
35. Bewick?S WrenscececpwctthscowecconeeRANKeEN ATChecowelioGeNeS Se 
6, Carolina WrenseseveesStitable localities throughout the monvh 
37- MockingbirdesecceeeesStitable localities throughout the month 
Bthigccccccceoeac reve Coeur eevee 2ahm 
38, Brown Thrasheresecessl7tNesecceccccerorest ParkeeeeeSelle 
SIe RODINsecwosecvesscceeoesctitable localities throughout the month 
40, Bluebird. .cosseecseeeStitable localities throughout the monin 
41. Migrant Shrike.......cuitable localities throughout the month 
42. Golden-crowned 
Kingletess cope eAthena» eoeeee ~Ranken AYrCQne ose aGellaS oD» 
45, Ruby~-crowned Kinglet,24thsaccccecee enanken ATCA sc eseoeideGeNeSeSs 
44, StarlingssreeveyeregeSuitadle localities throughout the month 
45. Myrtle ° NOLDLEL psegeee20tleccoveovee siiebster Groves, .lagner 
46, Louisiana ' fater- 
Thrush ose scp occel4thcascceceee skanken ATCAacoez | ekXte NeSodSe 
{Reported on same day also et Lebanon, Missouri) 
47, English Sparrow,.e.-eSuitable localities throughout the month 
’ 48, Eurovean Tree 
Sparrow .eseeveeetitable localities throughout the month 
QWthe socecccecescreve Cocur.s..--Zahm 
49, E, Meadowlark.e-.evcee eStitable localities throughout the month 
50. E. Redwing Blackbird.Suitable localities throughout the monin 
as Rusty Blackbird. ..cceldthenncceeeve-POrest Park...«ebede 
o2. Bronzed Grackle......Suitable localities throughout the month 
S35 Cowbird..ccccoccevessotitable localities throughout the month 
SSrdeccccccseeekreVe COCUr oceee oe LENM 
O45 Cardinal wcececeocceeeectitable localities throughout the month 
50s. Purple Finthescersse o eh4tNewececc acess sRanken ATCA Cae eelleG.N.S.S- 
564 Goldfinch. .ecccevesesstitable localities throughout the month 
57. Red-eyed Towhee. secs eIthevcvccccevccepreve Coeur....-Zahm 
; L4tN ee ceccecssenanken AVCGcscosWeGeN.SsS. 
DB oe JUNCOrnancveesessseeesvtitable localities throughout the month 
59. Eastern Tree Sparrow, 9theeecevovsevsec reve Soeur.,...Zahm 
60. Chipping Sparrow... sel9th.e-cseceeeefOrest Park.....Zahm 
Z4tNecceccsecsokAaNKeNn ATCA. cccclleG NSS. 
GL. Field Sparrow. cesvcowelSthaweccseceseFOreSt Parks. seeeDede 
62. White-crowned 
SPALTOWs covvevecItivescevvccseecreve Cocur..<-.Zahm 
63. White-throated 
SpPaLTrows edcccceceeDbiisess vececes sbreve @oeur,.....Z2ahm 
64. Fox SparroWses. Pee toh Pa oe ees seerorest ‘Parke eeeeLede 
65, Swamp Sparrow. os eeceeIthvveerceosseeCreve Soeur.-+-.Zahm 
66. Mississippi Song 
SparroWesseeeeeeSUitable loczlities throughout the month 


Birds observed during the month of April will be tabulated 
as above and included in: the May Buletin. In order that the 
Bulletin may not be delayed averlong send your reports to ‘Mr. 
Weber not later than May Srd;-and if at all possible, list them 
according to the new A. O60. checklist. 


